
A Case For Support

R H O D E  I S L A N D
J E W I S H  M U S E U M



Time is Running Out...

 . . . to restore one of the oldest remaining historic synagogues
in Providence as a destination honoring the r ich history of
Jewish immigration and culture.

The Rhode Island Jewish Museum
will restore the Sons of Jacob synagogue, a venerable monument of
Jewish life, transforming it into a center that curates artifacts of the
immigrant experience. As a bridge between our history, our present, and
our future, it will celebrate and promote the art, history, and culture of
Rhode Island’s Jewish community.



A Message from the President
R H O D E  I S L A N D  J E W I S H  M U S E U M

The founders of the Sons of Jacob Synagogue
had a vision: a soaring edifice in the North
End of Providence that would be a symbol of
their prosperity and place in the new world.
Having fled the pogroms in Russia and Poland
and unrest in Austria in the late 1800s, they
were determined to prosper in Providence. As
the daughter of Jewish immigrants, I have a
strong firsthand connection to the plight and
suffering of these brave souls.
 
 

When the Sons of Jacob Synagogue was built, the surrounding blocks around Douglas Ave were
filled with Jewish families and businesses. My husband's family were members of this synagogue
back in the 1950s, and I would sit with his mother upstairs in the women's gallery before we
were married. So, for me, getting involved in this critical and timely project was an easy
decision. This historical artifact was built by people whose names are being forgotten. If this
building is gone, who will remember the countless Jewish immigrants that left their footprint for
future generations?
 
As you walk into the building, you sense those who worshipped here. Let them speak to you.
Examine the first floor with its murals around the Ark; look at the names inscribed on the
windows and walls. How proud they were of their new-found success! Go upstairs and marvel at
the ceiling medallions and the pictures over the front bimah. Embrace the building’s beauty as
you gaze up at the chandelier that adds such gravity and grace to the structure.
 
The Sons of Jacob Synagogue is the last surviving and active synagogue of its era in Providence,
but the building that has lasted for over 120 years is in trouble. We are here to reimagine and
revive this symbol of the immigration experience to inform and inspire the public of all ages.
History is the learning blueprint we need to build a better future, so please join us in preserving
this treasure to honor the voices of generations past.
 

Shelley Parness
President
Rhode Island Jewish Museum



The RI JM wil l  commemorate the immigration story
through engaging displays and contribute to a
thriving local  community by providing space for
private engagements,  screenings,  special  c lasses,
academic seminars,  and more.  As a vibrant cultural
centerpiece,  the RI JM wil l  bring local ,  regional ,  and
national  vis itors of al l  faiths together.



Where the
community can
come together
to learn about
the r ich
history of
Jewish
immigration
and culture.  
 
 



 

Where the stories and art i facts passed down from
generation to generation wil l  be avai lable to the public

and protected for years to come. 
 
 



 

Where
community
members of
al l  faiths wil l
create new
memories and
experiences
through
hosted events,
meetings,  and
conferences.



Displays
 
The Museum wil l  be home to a gal lery space for
archival  displays to celebrate the Jewish history of
the area.  Local  businesses,  immigrant famil ies,  and
other pi l lars of the community can showcase their
past,  tel l ing the immigrant story through the voices
of those who l ived it .



Artifacts
 

The most signif icant art i fact  preserved by the RI JM is the
building itself ,  with exquisite cei l ing and wall  murals,
original  wood furnishings,  sacred arks containing Torah
scrol ls ,  and more.  Other remarkable pieces l ike a 20th-
century Scherenschnitte of the zodiac,  a stunning
example of Jewish folk art ,  wi l l  cal l  the RI JM home as
well .

Zodiac Mural, Samuel Shore, 1923-1963 Shiviti, Samuel Shore, 1923-1963



Community Space
 
The Rhode Is land Jewish Museum wil l  also serve as a
much needed community space in the Smith Hi l l  area.
The RI JM’s community space wil l  be a destination for
individuals and famil ies to come together for events,
community outreach programs, conferences,
presentations,  symposia,  and other social  and
academic gatherings.



The Sons of Jacob Synagogue, the last synagogue still in
use in Providence’s historic Smith Hill neighborhood,
needs your help. This beautiful building is a testament to
Jewish heritage and without restoring it soon, the
structure itself and stories of Rhode Island’s Jewish
ancestors may be lost forever.
 
Registered on the list of National Historic Places, the
Sons of Jacob building has been added to the Providence
Preservation Society’s (PPS) 2016 Most Endangered
Properties List. This exquisite synagogue is home to
stunning artifacts, stained glass windows, and murals
and has attracted the attention of preservationists and
architectural historians, to include internationally
recognized Jewish art and architecture expert Samuel D.
Gruber.

Saving A Part of History
Without your help, it could be lost forever.

Local preservation architects have projected the cost
for restoration of the Sons of Jacob building in
preparation for the new Rhode Island Jewish Museum
to be $3 million, which includes external
improvements. mold removal, mural restoration,
electrical and structural repairs, and improved facilities.

“A building is not just brick and mortar. A building is a 
holy place and it has a soul to it." 

- Rabbi Yossi Laufer

Rendering of the RIJM

Help us preserve this building to honor, remember,
and celebrate the stories of our past and create a

center for community & cultural engagement.



The Road To Preservation

The Rhode Island Jewish
Museum Initiative presents an
opportunity to strengthen our
role as a community pillar for
Jewish culture, immigrant
history, and a center for the
community. A key component
of this will be renovating the
Sons of Jacob Synagogue.

A complete Conditions Report and Master Plan* has been created by local architects that
outline necessary repairs, restoration, and building projects that will be necessary for the
Rhode Island Jewish Museum to be realized:

RESTORING THE BUILDING
The first, most critical step of the Rhode Island Jewish Museum Initiative is to preserve
the building, which includes restoration of the exterior masonry, windows, roofing,
parapets, and other necessary site improvements to bring the building up to code and
ensure the structural safety of the building and its visitors.

MODERNIZING THE SPACE
Next, the Initiative will modernize the space by updating worn mechanical and electrical
systems, removing carpeting, wood paneling, and other outdated, non-historically-
significant materials, restoring the floor and historical finishes, and building handicap
accessibility.

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE 
The space needs to be converted from exclusively a place of worship to a shared space
for worship, the museum, and cultural and educational activities. New gathering spaces
will be constructed that showcase the museum’s collection and provide community
space for workshops and special events. This includes construction of office spaces, a
catering service kitchen, and other necessary facilities.
*The full report is available upon request.



"The Sons of Jacob Synagogue is a monument and testimony to the rich history to the
Jewish community in Providence."

-Dr. Arthur Urbano
 Chair of the Jewish Catholic Theological Exchange

"I hope they do get the funds to turn it into a museum...I think the idea of a museum and
preservation, the effort is worth it."
- Debby Kaplan, Former Congregant

"My favorite memory of the Sons of Jacob Synagogue is that when I first came in, Rabbi
Morris Drazin, of Blessed Memory, took me under his shawl and made sure that I had
my first  proper Passover Dinner."
-Harold Silverman, Congregation President 

"The Sons of Jacob building is a tangible expression of our history; it is a footprint that
must never be erased!

- Shelley Parness

"I hope that whatever repairs and changes are necessary in the future that this lower-
level space remains little changed. It is now a rare example of what was once common in

immigrant shuls: the combination of spaces for prayer, study, and social gatherings."
- Samuel D Gruber, Ph.D. 

Four Synagogues and A Hillel House: Notes From a Quick Trip To Rhode Island 

"The coolest thing about buildings is that they are a portal into history... Please give strong
consideration to the RIJM that is trying to preserve the Sons of Jacob Synagogue."
- Brent Runyon 
Executive Director, Providence Preservation Society



Rhode Island Jewish Museum
24 Douglas Ave

Providence, RI 02908
401-935-9740

rijewishmuseum@gmail.com
www.rhodeislandjewishmuseum.org

https://www.rhodeislandjewishmuseum.org/

